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Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

Project/Proposal title: Proposal to amend the opening hours of Libraries, Museums and the Records Office. 
Project Officer: Nigel Thomas (EIT prepared by Jonathan Cattell)  Date: 01/07/2011  

Environmental Objectives 
(A) 

Guidance 
(B) 

Description of how the project 
impacts on this objective and 
any measures that have been 
built in to mitigate/improve the 

impact. (D) 

Score 

(C)* Other Options to be considered 
to improve the score 

(E) 

Environmental Strategy Objectives – The Council is committed to reducing the environmental impacts from its own 
operations. Will the project/proposal have positive or negative impacts in relation to the following objectives? 

 

The Council’s Carbon 
Dioxide emissions from 
buildings are reduced (ES 
A.1) 

Will the project increase or reduce Carbon Dioxide emissions 
from our buildings?  

-Reduced opening hours will 
reduce CO2 emissions from 
heating, lighting, cooling, use 
of equipment. 
-Base load (frost protection, 
security lighting and 
maintenance) energy use will 
not reduce so overall efficiency 
(energy use per hours open) 
will reduce slightly.  

+1 

Ensure that heating/cooling 
timers are set accordingly. 
 
Consider options for 
alternative uses of the venues 
during closed hours. 

The Council’s carbon 
Dioxide emissions from 
business travel (and staff 
commuting) are reduced. 
(ES A.2) 

Will the project increase or reduce business by staff? 
-Some small reduction in staff 
commuting. 

0 
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(A) 

Guidance 
(B) 

Description of how the project 
impacts on this objective and 
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built in to mitigate/improve the 

impact. (D) 

Score 
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to improve the score 

(E) 

Resilience to climate 
change (ES B.) Current 
predictions of climate change 
suggest increased winter 
precipitation, increased flooding 
(particularly in winter), more 
frequent and severe summer 
heat waves and droughts, and 
less frequent and severe winter 
cold spells. 

Will the project be vulnerable to climate change or will it 
reduce our vulnerability to climate change?  
i.e. -Does weather directly impact on the project? 
    - Is the project directly concerned with construction, 
maintenance or soft estate? 
   - Are road networks/ buildings/ soft estate to be used by the 
project? 
  - Does the project deal with vulnerable people or is it a critical 
service? 
 - Will the project be located or operate in flood risk areas? 
If the answer to any of these questions is yes, then refer to the 
Climate Change Adaptation risk registers for your service type 
(or the generic one) on the CIS Internal Services/Environment 
pages. 
 

No implications 

0 

 

The amount of waste 
produced by the Council is 
reduced. Increased 
recycling and composting 
(ES C.1, C.2) 

Will the project result in the generation of more waste or 
reduce waste and increase reuse, recycling and composting? 

Some minor reduction in waste 
generated might be expected. 

0 

 

Procuring environmentally 
sustainable goods and 
services (ES D.) 

Will the project require the procurement of goods that have 
high environmental costs during manufacture, use or disposal?  
Does the project involve the procurement of services that will 
have environmental impacts (i.e. use of energy, generation of 
waste, potential to pollute). 

No implications 

0 

 

Efficient use of water (ES 
E.) 

Does the project involve the use of water, (I.e. for watering or 
vehicle washing)? Have water efficiency measures or rain 
water/grey water harvesting been considered? 

Some minor reduction in water 
use would be expected 

+1 
 

All County Council sites 
maximise their value for 
geodiversity/biodiversity. 
(ES F.) 

Will the project have an impact on wildlife or habitats on 
Council land? Are there opportunities to enhance habitats? 
(I.e. Landscaping projects) 

No implications 

0 

 

Polluting emissions are 
reduced. (ES G) 

Is the project likely to pollute the environment? (I.e. NOx and 
PM10 from vehicles/ VOCs from paints/ Potential spillages of 
oils or chemicals or wastes/ Noise/ Dust.) 

No implications 
0 
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(A) 

Guidance 
(B) 

Description of how the project 
impacts on this objective and 
any measures that have been 
built in to mitigate/improve the 

impact. (D) 

Score 

(C)* Other Options to be considered 
to improve the score 

(E) 

The diversity, local 
distinctiveness and 
accessibility of the 
Leicestershire landscape 
and towns is conserved 
and enhanced. (ES H) 

Will changes to Council buildings or land detract from or 
enhance local diversity, distinctiveness or accessibility? 

No implications 

0 

 

Staff, Councillors and 
partner’s contribution in 
improving environmental 
performance (ES J.) 

Does the project help/encourage staff to adopt 7 ways to Go 
Green? 

No implications 

0 

 

  

SCS Objectives / LAA indicators – The Council is committed to delivering the following environmental improvements in the 
community. Will the proposal impact on any of these? 

 

Resident satisfaction with 
built environment and 
green space (SCS 3.3, 
3.3.4) 

Is the project likely to increase or decrease resident 
satisfaction with the quality of the built environment or green 
spaces? 

No implications 

0 

 

Improved air and water 
quality (SCS 3.3.5) 

Will the project impact on the community’s contribution to air or 
water pollution? (I.e. A proposal to relocate Day Care centres 
might have an impact on service users’ travel distances and 
thus increase air pollution from vehicle emissions) 

No implications 

0 

 

Use of brown field sites 
(SCS 3.4.3) 

Will the project influence the proportion of new developments 
on brown field sites? (This is only likely to apply to planning 
policies, i.e. in relation to the Waste Strategy) 

No implications 
0 

 

Reduce carbon emissions 
from buildings (SCS 
3.8.1,4.1.1,  4.1.2, 4.1.3, 
4.1.4) 

Will the project influence the energy-efficiency of buildings in 
the County? (I.e. A social care project visiting elderly people in 
their homes could help to identify those in fuel poverty and 
make referrals to other agencies.) 

No implications 

0 

 

Resilience to climate 
change (SCS 4.2) Current 
predictions of climate change 
suggest increased -flooding, 
severe heat waves, summer 
droughts. 

Does the project make service users or biodiversity more or 
less vulnerable to climate change? (I.e. A proposal to close 
Day Centres could reduce the availability of refuges for elderly 
people during a heat wave) 

No implications 

0 
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built in to mitigate/improve the 

impact. (D) 
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to improve the score 

(E) 

Reduce waste and 
increase recycling and 
composting (SCS 4.3.1 and 
4.3.2) 

Will the project impact on the amount of waste disposed or 
recycled by the community? (I.e. Mass mail-outs increase 
household waste/ Could Meals-on-Wheels packaging be 
reduced?) 

No implications 

0 

 

Protect and enhance 
biodiversity and access to 
natural environment (SCS 
4.4, 4.4.1, 4.4.3, 4.4.4) 

Will the project have an impact on wildlife in the County or on 
people’s access to natural spaces? (I.e. Does a proposal for 
providing grants to community groups ensure that habitats are 
protected/enhanced by the works?) 

No implications 

0 

 

Reduce the growth of car 
use (SCS 4.5.1, 4.5.2, 6.4.1) 

Will the project/proposal result in more or less need for service 
users to use cars? 

Users may need to travel 
further to access an open 
library, but the proposal 
commits to ensuring that the 
next nearest library is not 
closed at the same time. 
Reduction in local tourism 
venues (museums) may result 
in people making longer 
journeys to find visitor 
attractions. 

-1 

 

* scoring system 
-3 = significant negative impacts 
-2 = moderate negative impacts 
-1 = some negative impacts 
 

  0 = neutral 
 

+1 = some positive impacts  
+2 = moderate positive impacts 
+3 = significant positive impacts 

 

 
N.B. Certain projects, particularly those that ‘treat’ waste (i.e. composting) or handle large quantities of waste or third party waste, will require 
specific Environmental Permits, discharge consents and/or planning consents. Consent conditions may affect the way a project is set up and 
should therefore be identified at an early stage. 
 
 


